
 

 
 
 

Pre-interview task 

Please complete this task and return it with your application form. An offer of an interview will be based  

upon your qualifications and experience on paper and the successful completion of this task.  

An offer of a place on the Cambridge CELTA course will be based upon both the interview and this task and  

is at the discretion of L’albero di Antonia Language Centre. 

 
 

SECTION ONE: Language Awareness 
 
 
 

Task 1: Focus on parts of speech 

Categorize each word in the following sentence into its correct parts of speech: 
 

Nouns Verbs Adjectives Adverbs Articles Conjunctions Pronouns 

car 
      

 
A black car ran fast through the street. It rounded the corner and crashed against my fence. 
 
 
Task 2: Focus on Tenses 
 

a) In each of the following sentences underline the verb or verbs and identify the tense(s) 
 
Example: 
 

           I’m watching a very interesting movie. 

           I’m watching a very interesting movie. - Present Continuous 

 
1. When I got to the supermarket I realized that I’d left my wallet at home. 

2. I’ve lived in Montreal for five years. 

3. When he arrived, he sent me a message. 

4. By the end of the month, I’ll have finished my exams. 

5. I’ve been singing all morning. 

6. I think I’ll buy a new car next year. 

 

 



 

b) Now choose one of the tenses above and analyze the form of the tense. 

           Example: 

am watching - Present Continuous 

Simple Present tense of the verb ‘to be’ (am, is are) + base form of verb+ing 

Negatives: am not, isn’t, aren’t + base form of verb+ing 

Questions: Am, Is, Are +base form of verb+ing 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Task 3: Meaning 
 

a) Grammar 

How would you explain to a student the difference in meaning between these pairs of sentences?  

Explain this in detail. 

 

1. a) I used to wake up at 7AM. 

b)   I’m used to waking up at 7AM. 

 

 

 

 

2. a) If he wants I’ll go with him. 

b)   If he wanted, I’d go with him. 

c)  If he’d wanted, I would have gone with him. 

 

 

 

 

3. a) I don’t feel like dancing. 

b) I don’t like dancing. 

 



 

b) Vocabulary 

These pairs of words might cause confusion for learners. Give an example sentence for each item. The 

context should make the meaning of the items clear. 

 

1. hinder/prevent 

 

High interest rates will hinder economic growth. (X hinders Y) 

 

The police prevented the demonstrators from approaching the entrance to the embassy. (X prevents Y from 

doing something) 

 

2. rob/steal 

 

 

3. overweight/fat 

 

 
 
Task 4 : Spot the error, correct and explain 
 

Read the following sentences first and then: 
1) Spot the errors – they can be errors of grammar or vocabulary. 
2) Correct the sentence  
3) How would you explain the nature of the error to the student? 

 
Example 

 
How many fish have we got?  

a)  How much fish have we got? 
b) ‘much’ is used with uncountable nouns such as coffee, fish etc. ‘many’ is used with countable nouns such  

as apples, books etc. 
 

1. You did a mistake in the last test.  
a) 
b) 

 
2. He lives in an Italian architect big building. 
a) 
b) 

 
3. I like to ask you if you want to join us. 
a) 
b) 

 



 

4. The cricket ball pierced the window.  
a) 
b) 

 
 
Task 5: Register and appropriacy 
 

        Look at the conversation between friends. Rewrite it as though it were 2 people who don’t know each other. 

 
        Giorgia: hey Marta! 

        Marta: yes? 
        Giorgia: close the door, would you? Those vegetables you’re cooking stink. 

        Marta: sure, sorry. 

        Giorgia: thanks. 

        Marta: any time. 
 
       B: 
       A: 
       B: 
       A: 
       B: 
 
 
Task 6: Focus on Pronunciation 

 
a) Think of a person that you know who does not speak English as their first language. What difficulties 

does he/she have with phonology? Try to list three. 

 

b) List the number of syllables and mark the stressed syllable in the following words: 
 

Example: photo - 2 syllables 
 

1. photograph photographer photographic 

2. politics political politician 

 
 
 



 

c) In the following two-line conversations, decide which word in B’s reply is stressed. 
 
         Example:  A: Where do you live? 

B: I live in Japan. 
 
    A: Is Ronaldo a singer? 
      B: No, he’s a footballer. 
 
       A: Which one do you want to buy? 
       B: I want the yellow one. 
 
       A: Do you want to buy the yellow car? 

       B: No, I want to rent it. 
 
       A: I’m 171 centimeters. 
       B: No, how old are you? 
 
 
     SECTION TWO : Teaching 
 
       Task 1: 

   Read and answer the following questions. 

 

 
Please complete the application form by hand, scan as a PDF document, and e-mail to: 

teachertraining@alberodiantonia.com 

How would you build rapport with a group of adult learners? Think of at least 4 ways. 

What are the benefits of having the learners work in pairs or groups in class? 

mailto:teachertraining@alberodiantonia.com

